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Editorial: More pre-K funding 
needed 


As Tribune reporter Carson Gerber wrote in his story in today’s paper, the 
Miami County Community Foundation recently received an $11,100 grant 
that will enable 4-year-olds from low income families to obtain a preschool 
education they wouldn’t otherwise be able to afford. The grant was awarded 
by the United Way of Miami County to the foundation’s Preschool 
Scholarship Program, which is open to anyone looking to send their child to 
the preschools operated by the county’s three school districts or other 


preschool programs around the community. 


This is an extremely important program and we’re happy to see this grant 


fund it for the second time. 


We can do all the catch-up work we want later down the line, but if we don’t 
reach out to children during this critical time, it won’t make as much of a 
difference. Getting to them early is essential. According to the National 
Education Association, a longitudinal study of participants in a Chicago 
public schools program serving pre-K through third grade students reported 


that at age 24 program participants had acquired more education and were 


less likely to commit crimes than those who did not receive the same level 


of service. 


As we debate preschool on a state level, it is good to see local institutions 


are stepping up in the meantime. 


“The Kokomo School Corporation Preschool located at Boulevard, Lafayette 
Park, Elwood Haynes and Pettit Park is federally funded for the half day 
program which is tuition free to students living in the Kokomo School 
Corporation attendance area,” according to Kokomo School Corporation. 
“Full day preschool is available with a family co-pay (tuition) option at 
Elwood Haynes and Lafayette Park. Families must provide transportation 


for both full day and half day programming at all sites.” 


We need to invest all we can into helping our children get ahead during this 


integral time. It will pay off for all of us in the end if we do. 


